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make app r o p r i a t i o ns f o r t h e e xp e n s e o f g o v e r n m e nt . We l l , t h a t ' s
obvio u s l y w h a t w e ' r e i n t h e mi dd l e o f do i n g r i g h t n ow . Bu t t h e n
i f y o u a l so l o o k i n A r t i c l e I V , Se c t i on 7 , i t r e q u i r e s t h e
Governor to present a budget. It requires the Governor to come
before us , which he did, and present a budget to us. T hat's a
const i t u t i on a l r e q u i r e m en t t h a t t h e Gov e r n o r d i d f o r u s . An d
t hen I t ho u g h t i t wa s k i n d o f i n t e r e s t i ng i n r e a d i n g a l i t t l e
b i t f u r t he r i n t o t h a t Se ct i o n 7 , n o a p p r o p r i a t i o n s h a l l be ma d e
in excess o f the recommendations contained in the budget...in
such b u dg e t . . . t h a t ' s speaking of the Governor' s
b udget . . .including any amendment the Governor may make thereto,
u nles s b y t h r e e - f i f t h s vo t e o f t h e L e g i s l a t u r e , an d su c h ex ce s s
so approved s h all be subject to veto by the Governor. And so
t ha t i s o n e o f t h e r e a so n s w h y I t h i n k t h a t we ne e d t o n o t o n l y
look at the ve ry good and hard work that our Appropriations
Commit te e h a s do n e u p t o t h i s p o i n t , b u t we a l so n ee d t o l o o k
and refer back to some of the recommendations that the Governor
h as brought before us, too. In furt her reading th rough th e
c onst i t u t i on , i n A r t i c l e V I I , Se c t i o n 1 , t h e ne ce s sa r y r ev e n u e
o f t h e s t a t e s ha l l b e r a i s ed by t ax a t i on i n su c h m a n ne r a s t he
Legi s l a t u r e may d i r e c t . We l l , t ha t ' s wh a t we ' r e i n t h e mi d d l e
of r i g h t he r e . Bu t I , l i ke Sen a t o r Bo u r ne , t ho u g h t t h a t we
shoul d com e u p wi t h a f i gu r e , a n ap p r op r i a t i o n s f i g u r e , t h a t we
can shoot at, and then, after that, come up with th at rev enue
f i g u r e t o f i l l t h a t g a p . An d t he n a s we a l l kn ow , i n
A r t i c l e X I I I , Se c t i on 1 , we c a n ' t h a v e d e f i c i t sp e n d i n g i n t he
state of Nebraska. As a matter of fact, no deficit in the state
shall exceed $100,000. That's a constitutional mandate. So we
have to come up with a balanced budget. That 's not only our
responsibility here in the Leg i slature, bu t it ' s al so the
r espons i b i l i t y o f o t h e r s i n t h i s Cap i t o l Bu i l d i n g , i n c l u d i ng t he
executive branch of government. We have to wo r k tog ether t o
come up w i t h a b a l a nc e d b u d g e t . An d s o I su p p o r t t he c o n ce p t o f
a coup l e o f d i f f e r e n t t h i ng s . I su p p o r t t he c o n ce p t o f b r i n g i ng
t oget he r t h e b e st i de a s f o r c omi n g u p wi t h a b a l an c e d bu d g e t
t ha t c o mes o u t wi t h t h e b e s t p l a n f o r t h e s t a t e o f Neb r a sk a .
And so one of the reasons why I guess I was intrigued by Senator
Erdman' s p h i l o so p hy i s t h a t i t wo u l d a pp e ar t h a t h e t o ok t he
best ideas from the A pp ropriations C ommittee and Senat or
W ehrbein , h e t o o k some o f t h e b e s t i de a s f r om t h e Rev e n u e
Commit te e a n d S e n a t o r L an d i s , he t oo k so m e o f t h e b e s t i d e a s
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